MICHEL  DE  MONTAIGNE

JWe are kept for four or five years learning
mfords, and tacking them together into clauses; as
many more in spreading them abroad so as to
form an extended body consisting of four or five
parts; and yet again five years at least in learning
to mix them and twist them together in a subtle
fashion." That is to say, grammar is succeeded
by rhetoric, and rhetoric by dialectic or law.*

There is no doubt that Montaigne, a boy be-
tween fifteen and sixteen years old, was present
in Bordeaux during the eventful clays of the re-
volt of the Gabelle in 1548. Taking the detested
salt-tax as a symbol of all their miseries, the in-
surgents gathered at Saintonge, where the party
of the Reformed Faith was strong. Under the
leadership of the Sieur de Puymoreau they speed-
ily became masters of the whole district. A
formidable party, commanded by Talemagne,
marched upon Bordeaux, conferred at Libourne
with the municipal councillors, and stirred up the
disaffected citizens. The tocsin pealed from the
Hotel de Ville, the streets were filled with uproar
and tumult, the arsenal was seized, and the arms
were distributed among the insurgents. Tristan
de Moneins, lieutenant-general in Guyenne under
the King of Navarre, had been summoned from

*It was probably at this time that Montaigne received
iostrttctioa from Muret.

40e great concerns of the period.
